
Pollinator Book List 

National Wildlife Federation: Attracting Birds, Butterflies, and Other Backyard Wildlife by David 

Mizejewski 

National Wildlife Federation's Attracting Birds, Butterflies, and Other Backyard Wildlife provides over a 

dozen step-by-step projects for families to do together, making getting back to nature easy, educational, 

and fun. 

 

Our Native Bees: North America’s Endangered Pollinators and the Fight to Save Them by Paige Embry 

Through interviews with farmers, gardeners, scientists, and bee experts, Our Native Bees explores the 

importance of native bees and focuses on why they play a key role in gardening and agriculture. The 

people and stories are compelling: Paige Embry goes on a bee hunt with the world expert on the likely 

extinct Franklin’s bumble bee, raises blue orchard bees in her refrigerator, and learns about an 

organization that turns the out-of-play areas in golf courses into pollinator habitats. Our Native Bees is 

a fascinating, must-read for fans of natural history and science and anyone curious about bees.  

 

The Pollinator Victory Garden: Win the War on Pollinator Decline with Ecological Gardening; Attract 

and Support Bees, Beetles, Butterflies, Bats, and Other Pollinators by Kim Eierman 

The passion and urgency that inspired WWI and WWII Victory Gardens is needed today to meet another 

threat to our food supply and our environment—the steep decline of pollinators. The Pollinator Victory 

Garden offers practical solutions for winning the war against the demise of these essential animals. 

Pollinators are critical to our food supply and responsible for the pollination of the vast majority of all 

flowering plants on our planet. But, many pollinators are in trouble, and the reality is that most of our 

landscapes have little to offer them. Learn how to transition your landscape into a pollinator haven by 

creating a habitat that includes pollinator nutrition, larval host plants for butterflies and moths, and 

areas for egg laying, nesting, sheltering, overwintering, resting, and warming. Find a wealth of 

information to support pollinators while improving the environment around you. 

 

100 Plants to Feed the Bees: Provide a Healthy Habitat to Help Pollinators Thrive by The Xerces Society 

The international bee crisis is threatening our global food supply, but this user-friendly field guide shows 

what you can do to help protect our pollinators. The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation offers 

browsable profiles of 100 common flowers, herbs, shrubs, and trees that support bees, butterflies, 

moths, and hummingbirds. The recommendations are simple: pick the right plants for pollinators, 

protect them from pesticides, and provide abundant blooms throughout the growing season by mixing 

perennials with herbs and annuals! 100 Plants to Feed the Bees will empower homeowners, 

landscapers, apartment dwellers — anyone with a scrap of yard or a window box — to protect our 

pollinators. 

 



Attracting Native Pollinators; Protecting North America's Bees and Butterflies by The Xerces Society 

Attracting Native Pollinators is a comprehensive guidebook for gardeners, small farmers, orchardists, 

beekeepers, naturalists, environmentalists, and public land managers on how to protect and encourage 

the activity of the native pollinators of North America. Written by staff of the Xerces Society, an 

international nonprofit organization that is leading the way in pollinator conservation, this book 

presents a thorough overview of the problem along with positive solutions for how to provide bountiful 

harvests on farms and gardens, maintain healthy plant communities in wildlands, provide food for 

wildlife, and beautify the landscape with flowers. 

 

The Forgotten Pollinators by Stephen L. Buchmann, Gary Paul Nabhan, Paul Mirocha 

Consider this: Without interaction between animals and flowering plants, the seeds and fruits that make 

up nearly eighty percent of the human diet would not exist. In The Forgotten Pollinators, Stephen L. 

Buchmann, one of the world's leading authorities on bees and pollination, and Gary Paul Nabhan, 

award-winning writer and renowned crop ecologist, explore the vital but little-appreciated relationship 

between plants and the animals they depend on for reproduction -- bees, beetles, butterflies, 

hummingbirds, moths, bats, and countless other animals, some widely recognized and other almost 

unknown. Buchmann and Nabhan combine vignettes from the field with expository discussions of 

ecology, botany, and crop science to present a lively and fascinating account of the ecological and 

cultural context of plant-pollinator relationships. 

 

Protecting Pollinators: How to Save the Creatures that Feed Our World by Jodi Helmer 

Birds, bats, insects, and many other pollinators are disappearing, putting our entire food supply in 

jeopardy. In North America and Europe, bee populations have already plummeted by more than a third 

and the population of butterflies has declined 31 percent. Protecting Pollinators explores why the 

statistics have become so dire and how they can be reversed. Jodi Helmer breaks down the latest 

science on environmental threats and takes readers inside the most promising conservation initiatives. 

Efforts include famers reducing pesticides, cities creating butterfly highways, volunteers ripping up 

invasive plants, gardeners planting native flowers, and citizen scientists monitoring migration. 

 

The Bee-Friendly Garden: Designing a Beautiful, Flower-Filled Landscape for the World's Most Prolific 

Pollinator by Kate Frey, Gretchen LeBuhn 

In The Bee-Friendly Garden, award-winning garden designer Kate Frey and bee expert Gretchen LeBuhn 

provide everything you need to know to create a dazzling garden that helps both the threatened 

honeybee and our own native bees. No matter how small or large your space, and regardless of where 

you live, just a few simple changes to your garden can fight the worldwide decline in bee population that 

threatens our global food chain. There are many personal benefits of having a bee garden as well! Bee 

gardens: bloom continuously throughout the seasons, are ecologically sustainable, develop healthy and 

fertile soil and attract birds, butterflies, and other beneficial insects. 

 


