
Esch 5605 Calibration Procedures

1. Determine which seed hopper you are using. The large hopper is suitable for a
broader range of seeds, places the seeds deeper into the soil, and can sow at a
greater seeding rate. The smaller hopper is for smaller seeds, sows the seeds
closer to the surface, and at a reduced seeding rate. Look at the grids on the lid
of each hopper to help determine.

2. Now that you know which hopper you are using, look at the grid to determine the
gear setting.

a. If you are using the large hopper (Figure A), determine if you are in high
or low range, and adjust the gears if needed (Figure B). High range sows
at a greater seeding rate than low-range.

b. Determine the appropriate gear setting for the seeding rate, and adjust the
setting using the knob on the front of the drill (Figure C).

c. If you are using the small hopper (Figure D), adjust the setting using the
knob on the back of the drill (Figure E).

3. Be aware that the charts may not be accurate. Different seed lots vary by
cleanliness and variety, which can impact seeding rate. If you want to calibrate
the drill to ensure the rate is accurate, or if you are using a mixture of seeds,
follow these steps:

a. Place some of your seed into the hopper.
b. Remove the tarp from the side of the drill (Figure F) and place the tarp

under the drill to collect the seeds.
c. Turn the drive wheel (Figure G) 130x to represent 1/10 of an acre (you can

also turn it 13x to represent 1/100 of an acre, but it may not be as
accurate).

d. Weigh the seeds that you collected, and multiply by 10 to calculate the
rate for an acre. If it is more than you want, adjust the drill down a gear
setting. Repeat steps A-C, if necessary.

4. Once you have the seeding rate calibrated, you are just about ready to go!
However, you may need to make some adjustments in the field.

a. You can adjust the seeding depth by adjusting the packing wheel. Pull up
the silver T shaped pin (Figure H) to adjust the wheel to one of the 5
settings.

b. You can also adjust the tension of the arm by removing the pin underneath
the silver spring, but there are only two settings available.

5. Please contact the Outreach Coordinator if you have any questions! We are here
to help.

Cell phone: 413-362-4720
Email: MatthewHHCD@gmail.com



Figure A - Grid on large hopper

Figure B - Hi/Low gear setting

Figure C - Knob to adjust gear setting



Figure D - Seeding rate grid on small hopper

Figure E - Knob to adjust seeding rate for small hopper

Figure F - Tarp for calibration



Figure G - Drive wheel. 130 turns = 1/10 acre

Figure H - Pins to adjust tension and
seed depth


